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HJ.S. filing date, and after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but 
before the mailing date of a Final Action or Notice of Allowance, whichever occurs first. 
37 C.F.R. 1 .97(c). Citations Nos. 2, 3, 5, and 9 were cited by the U.S. Patent Office in 
co-pending Application Serial No. 09/885,151, filed June 20, 2001, in an Office Action 
dated June 4, 2004. Citations Nos. 8 and 10 were cited by the U.S. Patent Office in co- 
pending Application Serial No. 09/750,320, filed December 29, 2000, in an Office 
Action dated June 8, 2004. Citations Nos. 1, 4, 6, 7, and 1 1 were cited by the U.S. 
Patent Office in co-pending Application Serial No. 09/750,302, filed December 29, 
2000, in an Office Action dated June 16, 2004. I hereby certify that no item of 
information in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from 
a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge after 
making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 1.56 
(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(2). 
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